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ing could possibly have been done to upset Spanish-German
relations more, and it was done only nine days before war
began. Here, in this act, was heresy ! To hell with Hitler.
It threw Spain into the arms of France. But appalling as
it seems, the French stood there and missed it. They didn't
turn a hand to play for Spain. In spite of von Stohrer's
blunders, for the diplomatic bomb that exploded sent its
splinters in his face, the blessing of the event was lost.
Forever. And, ironically enough, the man who stood on the
spot where it was lost was the present Marshal of France,
the French ambassador, Henri Philippe Petain.
Von Stohrer weathered the storm. He was on a visit to
Berlin when I was there in 1939, and I saw him again in
Spain. He was getting out of his automobile in front of the
Ritz Hotel when I ran into him in Madrid.
" You have just come from America," he said. " Tell
me, how do they feel about the war ? "
" We are getting stronger every day," I said. He paused
a little, and didn't say anything more;
The Nazis have a big influence in Spain, but funda-
mentally they need to ask more than they can offer.
Actually, they represent a bigger threat than a promise to
Spanish self-interest. Iberian Peninsula war plans that may
be good for Germany are war plans fatal to Spain. Cer-
tainly, even more than the British and ourselves, the Spanish
are interested in whether Hitler occupies Spain. Obviously,
they don't want him there. Obviously, they want their own
country. But what can they do about it ? They may even
have to call in Hitler if the volcano erupts.
And what will keep the volcano from erupting, throwing
these twenty-three million people and their great coastal
area bordering on the Atlantic, on the Gibraltar Strait, and
on the Mediterranean Sea, into the area of the New Order ?
Only an Allied victory, which will open Spain's ports to the
world. But, here again, time runs out. The prize is great
for the United Nations, the penalty from time is tragic
beyond all human measure. Once more, the importance of
time in our victory challenges imagination. Time !
I wanted to talk with the Papal nuncio, Gaetano Cicog-
nani. By personal force and the authority of his office, this
wise churchman is one of the great figures of Europe, one